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If it does not, a balance of forces in Asia as well as in Europe
can in due course be reached. On the opposite reckoning, with
Russia dominant in Asia, the catastrophe of an atomic war, a
war fought, that is, with the despairing and ultimately futile pur-
pose of destroying the adversary, would be almost inevitable.

When we contrast what should be the aims of our foreign
policy with our resources, we begin to measure the extent of
our decline from the status and strength necessary to a great
power. We have lost our Asiatic base, our Asiatic striking
force, and our Asiatic industrial potential without losing any of
our Asiatic responsibilities or being in a position to give them
up. Secondly, we are wholly governed by a public opinion
which is not merely uninstructed but which has been, with
deliberation and over a period of years, wrongly instructed in
foreign affairs. Our people have been brought up to think
that there is a ready-made solution for all imperial problems by
conferring autonomy within the Commonwealth, or, if neces-
sary, independence outside the Commonwealth, on any one who
will take it. Our people have been taught to believe that this
policy is not only wise and virtuous but that it relieves them of
any cause for worry, as if we had governed and defended India
in order to protect the 6,000 ^Englishmen engaged in the
business of government or stayed in Burma in order to protect
Government House at Rangoon. The attitude is as ridiculous
as that of the Turkish diplomat whom the Baroness Kleinmichel
met after the end of the First World War; cthe collapse of three
empires had left him entirely unmoved, but when he heard that
the Yacht Club in Petrograd was closed he burst into tears.'
To conceive of government as an extra course in the banquet
of life which you can leave out, and yet be certain to have the
rest served up to you at leisure with the same refinements, is to
cany self-deception to the point of fantasy. Yet that is the
belief to which public opinion has been assiduously trained. In
Eijropean affairs we have had a tragic awakening, but unfor-
tunately we are tempted by this very fact to imagine that we can
compensate for bur new liabilities on the Rhine by sloughing
off our old responsibilities in the, Mediterranean, the Middle'
East, and south-east Asia* We cannot do anything of the kind.